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Ani: 61 . * 1 * 
R Eiben kaving been Eäeehed upon to bo 
one of the 5 bb noe before his Majeſty, 
. | When it was his Turn to mount the Pulpit on 
Sunday, March 31. 1749 took for his Text the 
pt N _—— apr Chapter — Goel 
Tejus an/war Kingdom is not of this Wi 
Which he was to handle ſo well, chat he had it 
in Command from his Majeſty to Print ir. Accordingly 
_ -Þ arfawthe Lo: ſome time after, under the Name of The 
| be dun; on Church of Obriſt; and his' Lordſhip 
having given Offence ſome time before, by ſome Poſitions 
„lid down in a Pamphlet of his; initituled, 4 Preſervative 
"againſt the Principle and Practices of the Nonjurors both in 
Church and State ; or, An Appeal to the Conſciences and Common 
Senſe _ Chriſtian: Laity ;, and did not want for very cu- 
quirers after the Orthodoxy'of the DoQrines con- 
tai Ain d therein. Amongſt others, Dr. Snape, tho a 
carty Well-wiſher to the Government, and actually in his 
= Majeſty's Service, in the Quality of One of his 
Jains in Ordinary, took the Sermon in Hand. 
To begin with the Bifhop himſelf, who may be choughe 
by ſome, and not without Reaſon too, Aan thy the Tendet 
his Diſcourſe, to act in Concert with the Addre 
from Buckinghamſbire, and elſewhere, that are for Renal. 
ing the Atts of Schiſm, and other U nqualifying Ads, 
inſt the Diſſenters; after he has ſpoken of the 
Abuſe of Wards, and the wang = Signification giyen _— 
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Religion and the Word 
it, owns often to 


Prayer, in all our Lord's Directions about it, and parti- 
cularly in that Form which he himſelf taught his Follow- 
ers, was a calm, undiſturbed Addreſs to God, under the No- 
tion of a Father, expreſſing thoſe Sentiments and Wiſhes 
before him, which-every fincere Mind ought to have. But 
the ſame Word, by the Help of Men, and voluminous 
Rules of Art, is cogpe roſignifie Heat and Flame, in ſuch a - 
Manner, and to ſuth a Degree, that a Man may be in the 
beſt Diſpoſition in the World, and yet not be devout enough 
to Pray. And x d 
by this Means wi 
of Praying, for Wait of an Int 
no more Relation to the . 


Fever hath to tho Nincerity of 
to any Earthly Prince. 


— 


Tv #his the Doctor, after ſaying, 1 mall need no Apol 


ike high Authority to- that which graces your Lordſkip's 
I ePage, läst; iel bon net e dee 
cha 4511 MAQC G e ba e 
Vour Lordſhip appears very unfavourable to any Thing 


For Which, one might, at leaſt; have expected to meet 
with a very abundant Zeal, and more than ordinary Con- 
cern for that Part of Religion, which is ſeated in the 
Heart. But when, inſtead of that, we find you ſtriking 
at the very Root of all Goodneſs, depreciating the ſolemn 
Duty of Prayer, by ſeparating Devotion frem it, which 
is the Life and Soul of it; how Shocking is the Diſap. 
pointment. n e 1e nie 59 Rk | 
Wliat, my Lord, is Piety become ſo: predominant in the 
Age, that the exorbitant Growth of it muſt be cheek'd ? 
And is it to be check'd/by ſuch Hands? Does the Fever of 
Devotion rage ſo fiercely, as to land in need of ſuck cooþ- 


ing Preſcriptions; 8 
| 4 iP Sy Tie 
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| (35 
Tube Word ( Prayer) by the Help ef Men, and voluminous 
Rules of - Art, is come to fignifie Heat and Flame in the 


\ beſt Diſpoſition in the World, and yet nat Devout enough to Pray 
mmm {ntenſentſs of Heat being in a Fever: Very wit-- 


indeed pretty Ironies in the Mouth of a Chriſtian Bi- 
p on ſo ſerious and ſacred a Subject! This I am ſure is 
touching the Vitals of all that is Good, and conſequeatly, by 
your Lordſhip's own Allowance, ozght in Duty to be reſiſted 
with a more open and undi ſgui ſed Zeal than ordinary. 
Nothing ture can be more contrary to the whole Stream 
and Tenour of the Sacred Writings, than what your Lord- 
hip has taught in this Paragraph, with reference to Prayer. 


. You are pleaſed to call it a calm and undiſturbed Adareſs to 


God, and plead your Lord's Directions about it, in juſtifi- 
cation of your Notion. But no ſuck Direction appears in 
Scripture. He cautions his Followers indeed againſt vain 
Repetitions and Oſtentation, when they Pray; he cenſures 
the Phariſees for making long Prayers only for a Shew : 
But where does he ſay, that Prayer muſt be Calm and Un- 
diſturbed, or uſe any other Expreſſion of the like Impor- 
. trance ? Where does he attempt to moderate or aſſwage the 
; Fervour of inward Devotion, or warn his Diſciples againſt 
making their Requeſts to the Father with roo much Ve- 

| hemence?? N "WM ee 
So far from that, that we expreſly read, he ſpake the 


Parable of the Widow and the unjuſt Judge, Luke xvii. 1. 


Jo this Eng, that Men ought always to Pray, and not to Faint; 
4. e. to be urgent and importunate, and to ſolicite with 
Earneſtneſs; as farther appears by the Parable of the Man 


that borrowed three Loaves of his Friend at Midnight, 


Luke xi. 5. By that of the Publican, who ſmote upon his 


* Breaſt, in a deep CompunCtion of Soul, and humble Senſe 


of his own Unworthineſs, when he conſider d how great 
a Sinner he had been: By the Directions, he gives them 
to ask, ſeek and knock: From none of which Circum- 


ſtances can we be encoureg ro hope, that God will hear 
— ö 


our Prayers, if they are cold and lifeleſs, er. 
- But Prayer, you ſay, in that Form which our Lord 
taught his Followers, was calm and undiſturbed. Moſt cer- 
tainly it was not ſo at the Delivery, tho' it may be attended 
with thoſe Properties in the Uſe, which depend on the Af- 
fection of him that uſes it. Your Lordſhip may be calm 
and undiſturbed, when you ſay the Lord's Prayer ; But, I hope, 


there are thoſe who repeat it with warmth and a lively 
Emotion of Spirit. 4 vive 


But 


(6) 
But nothing can more convincingly aſſure us, what was 
our — Will in this Caſe, than his own Practice. 
Aud did he ſatisſie himſelf, when he pray d, with as little 


Devotion as would ſerve your Lordſhip? Was He quite fo 


indolent _ unmov'd, Luke xxii. 44. when being in an Ago- 
„ be ed more earneſty 
Dre heed falling down to the Ground. 
if there needed any farther Proof, I could put your 
Lordſhip in mind of St. Pauſs Commendation of 
Col. iv. 12. who, he tells the Collofians, laboured fervently 
for them in Prayer; and of St. James's Aſſertion, ch. v. 16. 
That the effeual fervent Prayer of @ Righteous Man availeth 
much: With a multitude of other Texts, as full and appo- 
fire as any that have been cited. And now pray, my Lord, 
conſider, how very different a Notion any commen Ca 
city may form, upon a gone of theſe ' Scriptures, from 
thoſe which your Lordſhip labours to inculcate. Tis in- 
deed amazing to me, with what poſſible View you could 
attempt {9 found a Doctrine, of a moſt pernicious Ten- 
dency in it ſelf, on the Ruins of ſo many Texts of Scri- 
re, unleſs it were to give a Specimen, in your own 


Perſon, of the Fallibiliry, or ſomething worſe, of human 


erpreters. | ; 

Again upon the ſame Head, ſays the Doctor, Your Lordſhip 
plainly oppoſes Heat and Flame, to that Calmneſs and Un- 
diſturbedneſs with which you would have our Addreſſes 
to God accompanied. And if you had meant to allow of 
any, the ſmalleſt Degree of Fervour or godly Tranſport 
that might diſorder that T mMiry, and put the Soul 
into any kind of Agitation, it had been fair ; and ſurely 
it was highly requiſite to have told us how far your Con- 
ceſſions extended. Could not one Line be afforded, in a 
Caſe of ſo much Conſequence, to guard againſt Miſtakes, 
and to fatisfy us in proper and dire& Terms, that you did 
not mean to ſtifle all . the Soul, nor 
totally to extinguiſh all Sparks of Devotion? Bur, in 


Truth, as the Matter is repreſented by your Lordſhip, there 


are many who apprehend you; and who cannot conceive 
how, according ro your er Dictates, there can be 
any Room left for Elevation of Thought, in contempla- 
ting the Majeſty of God; for Ads of Shame and Abhor. 
rence, and godly Contritioq, when we are humbled with 
4 ſenfe'of our Guilt ; for a ſprightly Joy and Exultation, 
under the Affurance of Pardon; for grearful Ejacula- 


tions, when we reflect on God's Mercies ; nay, not even 


+ for 


, and his Sweat was as it weve great 
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re or the Fear of everlaſting 


Paſſions muſt all be ſtupified, and every 
Power of our Souls lye dormant and becalm'd, for fear of 
diſcompoſing that eaſy Serenity with which your Lordſhip 
would have us Pray. 
AE. BISHOP, 

As the Church of Chriſt is the Kingdom of Chriſt, he him- 
elf is King; and in this it is imply d, that he is himſelf the 
ſole Law-giver to his Subjects; and himſelf the ſole Judge 
of their Behaviour in the Affairs of Conſcience and Eternal 


1 Salvation And in this Senfe therefore his Kingdom is not of 
ti World ; that he hath in theſe Points left behind him no 


viſible human Authority, no Yicegerents, who can be ſaid pro- 


We perly ro ſupply his Place; no Interpreters, upon whom his 
u 


bjeQs are abſolutely to depend; no Judges over the Con- 
ſciences or Religion of his People: for if this were ſo, then 
any ſuch abſolute Veggerent Authority, either for the ma- 
king sen Laws. or interpreting old ones, or judging his Sub- 
je#s in religious Matters, were lodg'd in upon Earth, the 
Conſequence would be, that what ſtill retains the Name of 
the Church of Chrift, would not be the Kingdom of Chriſt, but 
the Kingdom of thoſe Men veſted with ſuch an Authority. 
For whoever hatch ſuch an K V making Laws, is 
far « King; and whoever can add new Laws to thoſe of 
Clif equally obligatory, is as truly a King as Chriſt him- 
ſelf: Nay, whoever hath an abſolute Authority to interprec 


any written or ſpoken Laws, it is he who is truly the Ler- 


| giver to all Intents and Purpoſes, and not the Perſon who 


. firſt wrote or ſpoke them. 


ei =y Men upon Earth have a Right to add to the San. 
Hons 


his Laws, that is, to encreaſe the Number, or to 


alter the Nature of the Reward: and Puniſbments of his Sub- 
- jets, in Matters of Conſcience or Salvation; they are ſo far 
- Kings in his ſteal, and reign in their own Kingdom, and 
not in h. So ie is, whenever they aſſume to themſelyes 


Tribwidls, and exetcife a Judgment over the Conſciences of 
Men; and aſſume to themſelves the Determination of ſuch 
Points as cannot be determined, but by Ons who knows the 
Hearts; or when they make any of their Declarations or 
Decifions, to concern and affect the State of Chriſt's Sub- 
jens, with regard to the Favour of God: This is fo far the 
taking Chriſt's Kingdom out of his Hands, and placing it in 
eir own. 
_ "The Saaten of Chriff's Law are Rewards and Puni/bments. 
ut of hat Sort? Nor the Rewards of rhis World, A 
0 ws 23 ces 


(8) 

Offices or Glories of this State ; not᷑ the Pains of fn, 
Bani ſhments, Fines, nor any leſſer, or more moderate Penalties y 
nay; not the much leſſer negative Diſcouragements that be- 
long to Human Society. He was far from thinking that Theſe 
could be the Inſtruments of ſuch a Perſwaſion, as he thought 
acceptable to God. But as the great End of his Kingdom 
was to guide Men to Happineſs, after the ſhort Images of 
it were over here below; ſo he took his Motives from that 
Place where his Kingdom: firſt began, and where it was at laſt 
to end; from thoſe Rewards and Puniſhments in a future 
State, which had no Relation to this World z and to ſhew . 
that his Kingdom was not of this World, all the Sani#iong which 
he - Wwe fit to give his Laws, were not of this World 
at all. | | | 1 5 

Now, where-ever this is practis d, whether in a [4 
Degree or a ſmall, in that Place, there is fo far a Change, 
from a Kingdom which is not of this World, to a Kingdom 
Which is of this World. As ſoon as ever you hear of any 


the Engines of this World, whether of the greater or leſſer 


Sort, you muſt immediately think that then, and ſo far, 
the Kingdom of this World takes Place. For if the very Eſſence 
of God's Worſhip be Spirit and Truth: If Religion be Virtus 
aud Charity, under the Belief of a Supream Governour and 


and if there can be no Reward, where there is no willing 


Judge: It True, real Faith cannot be the Effect of Force z 4 
3 
f 


Choice; then in all, or any of theſe Caſes, to apply Force 
or Flattery, worldly Pleature, or Pain, is to contrary 

to the Intereſt of true Religion, as it is plainly oppoſite. to 
the Maxims upon which Chriſt founded his Kingdom; who 


choſe the Motive: that are not of this World, to ſupport a 


Kingdom which is not of this World, And indeed it is too 
viſible to be hid, that where-ever the Rewards and Puniſbs 
ments are changed from future to preſent, from the World 
to come, to the World now in Poſſeſſion; there the Ring- 
dom founded by our Saviour is, in the Nature of ir, ſo far 
changed, that it is become in ſuch a Degree, what he pro- 
Ele his Kingdom was not: That is, of this. World; of the 
ſame ſort with other common Earthly Kingdoms, in which 
the Rewards are worldly Honours, Poſts, Offices, Pomp, 
Attendance, Dominion; and the Puniſhments are Priſons, 
Fines, Baniſhments, Gallies and Racks, or ſomething leis '? 
of the ſame ſort. GL, 931k "4; R es 4 
DOCTOR. | % Ty 7 I "4 

This Church, of Chriſt, according to your Lordſhip, is the $1 
Kingdom of Ghrift, and a Kingdom of which he.je himlolf.notg 4 


3 * 
* 
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| (9) 
only the ſole King, but the ſole Law-giver, the ſole Inter 
prerer of his own Laws; a Kingdom in which he neither 


acts himſelf, nor has inveſted any one elſe with an Autho- 


rity to att for him. And you are pleas'd to infer, p. 13. by 
one of the ſtrangeſt Conſequences that ever was drawn from 
any Propoſition, that becauſe he never interpoſes himſelf; 
therefore he has left no Deputy: Which if he did interpole , 
there would certainly be no Occaſton for; but at his De- 
parture into Heaven, when he was no longer to govern hi 
Church in Perſon, he provided for the good Government 
it by others whom he commiſſioned to teach and expound 
his Laws, to bear Rule and Authority over his Subjects, 
to be his Vicegerents to act in his Name and Stead, and ſo 
perpetuate a Succeſſion of them through all ſucceeding 
Ages in the World, in whom the ſame Powers ſhould be 
lodged ; and though he made none of them Infallible, nor 
exempted them from human Frailties, yet {tilt he required 
his Church to obey them, and to be guided by their Inſtru- 
ctions, where they were not contrary to his. | 

Let us conſider the Church under any other of thoſe Inta« 
ges by which it is repreſented in Scripture, and we ſhall 
find that they all combine to give us an Idea of ir as of an 
orderly and well-govern'd Society. Somerimes it is figur'd 
to us under the Similirude of a natural Body: But does that 
conſiſt of disjointed Members, looſely pur together, and 
connected by no Sinews, or Ligaments? No more can the 


ſpiritual Body, without Rules and Orders, which are ths 


Bands and Ligaments of Society. We are often ſaid to bo 
united in one Body under Chriſt our Head, Eypheſ. iv. 16. 
From whom the whole Body fitly joined together, and compacted 

by that which every Joint ſupplieth, according to the effeFuab 


Working in the Meaſure of every Part, maketh Encreaſe of the 


Body, unto the edifying it ſelf in Love, And he who is our 
Head, ver. 11, 12. gave ſome; Apoſtles ; and ſome, Prophets 3 


and ſome, Evangeliſts; and ſome, Paſtors and Teachers ; for the 
perfecting of the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the edi- 
Hing of his Body. 


Take the Church as a Building, as fuch it is called, 
1 Per. ii. 5. Epheſe ii. 20. One ſpiritual Houſe built upm the 


Foundation of Prophets and Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the 


Chief Corner Stone. And Chriſtians are compared to s Buil- 
ding fitly framed, growing to an holy Temple in the Lord, Bph. it. 
21. Can a Heap of uncemented Stones compoſe tuch a 


Building fitly framed? No more can a Number of Men 


calling themſelves Chriſtians, bur under no Body's Gover- 
* B Nance 
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(10) 
nance or DireQion, compoſe a ſpiritual Edifice. Can a ma- 
terial Fabrick be of long Duration, with no one to ſurvey 
it, to repair its Breaches, and prevent its Decay? No more 
could the Building of Chriſt's Church. Let us look upon 
the Body of Chriſtians, asthe Members of a large Houſhold, 
or Family. In that there muſt be Stewards, and other go- 
verning Servants of different Degrees, to preſerve a good 
OEconomy. Let us conſider them as Souldiers fighting 
under Chriſt's Banner, and there we ſhall ſee Occaſion for 
General and Subaltern Officers. And the Caſe will be ſtill 
the ſame, if you take a View of the Church under any 
other Image. + Via 10 

If any Man upon Earth have @ Right to alter the Sanctiont of 
Chriſt's Laws, that is, to encreaſe the Number, or alter the Num- 
ber of the Rewards and Puniſhments of his Subjects, &c. that is 
to ſay, If any King, Parliament, State, or Potentate, or 
any earthly Power whatſoever, ſhall encourage Religion by 
any temporal Rewards, or diſcourage it by any temporal 
Penalties, they uſurp the Dominion of Chriſt, and dethrone 
him from his ſpiritual Kingdom. 

This bears very hard indeed on the Acts for preventing 
Occaſional Conformity, and Schiſm, and let us fuppoſe the Ar- 
ment were to have its Effect towards reverſiig of them: 
low does your Lordſhip know it will ſtop there? How can 
you be ſure that the Enemies of our Conſtitution will not 
borrow it of you, and apply it to their own Purpoſes ? For 
it it were true, that no Men upon Earth have a Power of 


enacting Laws, with Penal or Promiſfory Sanctions in Mat- 


ter of Conſcience, this would equally {trike at all the Inca- 
pacitating Laws in Force; not only againſt Proteſtant 
iſſenters, but Papiſtstoo: Neither the one, nor the other, 


it ſeems, are to be employ'd under fuch excluſive Forfei- 


tures, or negative Diſcouragements. Chriſt's Kingdom is 


not of this World, and none of the Engines of this Worid are 
to be employed for or againſt his Subjects. 

The very Acts that ſecure the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and 
have made it impracticable for any Papiſt to aſcend the 
Throne, excluding for ever all of that Perſwaſion from 
ſuch Claim as they might otherwiſe have a legal Title to, 
far no other Demerit, but purely for the ſake of their Re- 
ligion, muſt by this Reaſoning be overthrown. . 

Nay, the very Act of Settlement, by vertue of which his 
Pxeſent Majeſty poſſeſſes the Crown, would ſtand upon no 
better a Foor z, wherein it is provided, as one of the Limi- 


tations, That whoſocver ſhall hereafter. come to the Poſſeſſion of 


Ec; this 


the Uſe of theſe, he is fure, is touching the very Vitals of 
the » * ; want 4 B 2 . Chrl» 
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this Crown, ſhall join in Communion with the Church of England 
ns by Law eſtabliſhed. 9 3 

If 9 1 Reafonings are right, there never was 
ony Part of the Catholick Church, either in the Days of 
the NG or at any Time fince, in any Nation of the 
World, but has, as a Church, acted in direct Oppoſition ro 
the {oe of our Blefled Saviour, and uſurped an Authority 
that he had never delegated. All who have been interpre- 
ting his Laws, have been making Laws for him. All im- 
pos d Terms of Communion, according to your Lordſhip, 
are ſinful, Cc. 1 4 
Thus all Articles and Creeds are deſtroyed at once, which 
were ſettled by Men fo aſſembled. All Acts of General 


Councils were void and null from the Beginning. Nay, 


even the Decrees of the Council of Jeraſalem, held by chi 
Apoſtles themſelves, were never of any Force; they far 
there as 1 they never had a Right to make an 

Laws, which belongs ſolely and peculiarly to their Ki 


As the Town ſwarms with Anſwers and Remarks upon 
the Doctor's Letter, it is but fitt ing that che whole Cata- 
logue of them ſhould. be run over, wherein are to be found 
no leſs than ſeven, under the following Titles. The Laymnn's 
Second Letter to the Biſhop of Bangor. 4 Vindication of the 
Honour and Prerogative of Chriſt's Church. An, Anſwer to 
Letter to the Biſhyp of Bangor, written by one Andrew Snape, 
D. D. . A Letter to Dr. Andrew Snape. A Letter to Dy. Snape, 
by a Layman of Honour and Conſcience, & Rod for the Eaton 
Schoolmaſter's Back. A Letter to the Scholars of Eaton. 
© To begin with the firit of theſe juſt ſpoken of, the Lay- 
man, after acknowledging the Obligations thoſe of his Or- 
der are under for reſcuing them from the 8 of the 
Clergy, he comments upon the Doctor's preceeding Re- 
marks, after this manner. $54 W 
2 i LAT MAN. r 

From ſuch a Chain of Sarcaſms one would conclude, 
that your Lordſhip had been endeavouring to overthrow 
the Whole of Chriſtianity, and had a Deſign to _—_— 
Virtue from among Men; and that this Deſign was as fully 
and clearly expreſs d as Words cauld make it. How does 
he exult upon the Mention of a few innocent Words, 
Which as uſed by him (zhe Doctor] are ſa far from having 
a bad Meaning, that they have no Meaning at all; and yer 


* 


. 
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Chriſtianity ! Such a Rant is ſurpriſing from a Perſon fo 
extoll'd by ſome People for his eminent Learning aud good 
Senſe: A Perſon intruſted on thoſe very Accounts, with 
the Education of the Vouth of one of the greateſt Semina» 
ries of Learning in the Kingdom, | 

But however, foraſmuch as your. Lordſhip has told us, 
we of the Laity are to Judge for our ſelves; I ſhall ſee what 
is the natural Sehſe of the Paragraph, as it lies together, 
and how far the Doctor js right, or miſtaken, in his farther 
f went upon it. 3 
We naturally infer from hence, that your Lordſhip's ge- 
puine Meaning was to extinguiſh Devotion in Prayer; and 
that, in order to it, yo a have aſſerted a manifeſt Falſhood, 
with reſpect to our Saviour's Directions about it. If this 
be not your Lordſhip's Meaning (as undoubtedly it is not) 
What ſball we call theſe falſe Colours, Miſtakes, or wilful 
Perverſions? But his Abuſe of your Lordſhip is here mani- 
teſt. He omits now his Bead-roll of the Words, Heat and 
Flame---deyout mough to pray,---mmtenſencſs of Heat, &c. which 
pleas'd him ſo much before, becauſe he knew they would 
explain the Terms, Calm and Undiſturb'd, and he had no 
other Way to pervert the Senſe, but by deſtroying the 
Z Fes 
IJ. muſt ask Leave therefore to give the Senſe of your 
Lordſhip, as it appears to me: Of which there could be no 
need, it lying ſo plain in the Words themſelves, but that 
this Geatleman has, by his Artifices, thrown his Reader's 
Mind into Confuſion about it. | 

In every Place where our Saviour directs his Diſciples to 

Pray, and particularly in the Lords Prayer, he repreſents 
God under the Notion of a Father, and;teaches them to. ex- 
preſs thoſe Sentiments and. Wiſhes: before him, that every 
ſincęre Mind ought to have; which yet he was ſo far from 
Nirecting to be offer d up with that Manner of Heat, and 
Degree of Flame, of which the Eſſence of Prayer is now 
made to conſiſt (to the Perplexity of many honeſt Perſons, 
who fear they are. incapable of Praying, for want of that 
Intenſeneſs of Heat) that That compleat Form it ſelf is a 
calm, undiſturb d Addreſs to God, under the Notion of a 
7 bd Addreis to Go | 


_ Certainly none but an Enthuſiaſt can appoſe the juſt aud 


rational Doctrine here laid down by your Lordſhip; for all 
Men in their Wits, and unblinded by Paſſion, mult ſeg this 
Mention of Prayer in the Proof of your firſt Remark, was 
to peſtore it to its original Signification, for the ho 


horns => Hh & £9 Wil = = 


9 


thoſe honeſt Perſons who are perplex'd through Fears of 
being uncapable of the Duty, as wanting that Degree of 
Flame made now eflenrial to it. 

But the Doctor having rais'd a falſe Scent, is reſolved to 
follow it; and will oppoſe the Excreme he imagines in 
your Lordſhip, by ſeeming to maintain that which you 
condemn. And becauſe he cannot call the Inſtance you 
mention, Other than a calm Addreſs, he has Recourſe to 
other Places of Scripture, to ſupport his Argument ; all 
which, as far as 1 can ſee, do not ar all ſerve his Purpoſe. 

The firſt is the Parable of the Widow, and the unjuſt 
Judge, Luke xviii. 1. To this Eng, that Men ought always te 
pray, and not to faint; Which the Doctor by an z. e. ſays is 
to be urgent and importunate, and to ſollicite with Earneſt- 
neſs; which muſt be in a peculiar Degree of Heat, if he 
means to urge it againſt your Lordſhip, and not with that 
natural Importunity which your Lordihip has ſaid nothing 
againſt, and which cannot but attend the End mentioned, 
viz. That Men ſbould pray always, and not faint. 

And 'tis plain, that our Saviour in this, and the other 
Places mentioned under this Head, ſuits his Parable ro our 
Capacity, and ſpeaks of God according to our Apprehenſi- 
ons of one another; that the only Deſign of them was to 
encourage our Perſeverance in Prayer, and that our Faith 
in being anſwer'd, ſhould nat fail. 

Tis however true, as the Doctor ſays, That from none of 
"theſe Circumſtances can we be encouraged to hope, that God will 
hear our Petitions, if they are cold and lifeleſs : But that is a 
very different thing, I think, from cal and unditarb'd. 

The Diſingenuity of this Gentleman flagrantly appears 
in the next Paragraph : For after he has groſsly miſunder- 
ſtood your Lordſhip, and brought the Terms calm and un- 
diſturb d, (oppos d by your Lordſhip to ſuch a Manner of 
Heat, and Degree of Flame, as renders a Man without it, 
though otherwile in the beſt Diſpoſition in the World, not 
devout enough to pray) to ſignify cold and !ifelzſ;, he then 
with a peculiar Strain of Wit, ſays, your Lordſhip may fo 
ſay the Lord's Prayer; but out of his abundant Charity, he 
hopes there are ſome who repeat it otherwiſe. 

By this time he hopes his Readers are not calm and undi- 
furb'd; and therefore on this falſe Foundation he raiſes a 

arhetick Addreſs to their Paſſions. What Influence his 
eclamation will have, or what Adherents he will gain 
Over, 
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over, I am not able to foreſee ; but I hope the Number 
will not be very large. 

Then the Layman recites the laſt Paragraph of the DeFor, 
as abovemention'd ; and in Anſwer to it, ſays, I take it to 
be a ſufficient Reply to this fine Rhetorical Flouriſh on 
what you have not ſaid, That few can ſee your Silence a 
Fault, till they have ſet what you have ſaid in a wrong 


Light. 


After this, the Biſhop's own Anſwer comes out to 
Dr. Snape, which is indeed a very modeſt Vindication of his 
Sermon; wherein he takes no Notice of the Town Wri- 
ters, in his Behalf, but proceeds by ſmooth Arguments to 
Mew the Doctor ſome Miſtakes in the Conſtruttion of his 
Lordſhip's Meaning; and ir is remarkable, that he gives 
another Turn to the Paſſages in his Sermon, than any of 
his Vindicaters, and without uſing the Doftor with that 


2 


Scurrility the others have done, which may be ſaid to be a 


Teſtimony, not only of the good Nature of the Biſhop, bur 
of the Inability of thoſe ſcandalous Libellers, who pretend 
to liſt under his Banner. His Lordſhip's Anſwer to the 
Doctor's Letter begins as follows. 


SIR, | 
T Do in the firſt Place aſſure you, that I am fo far from 
being uneaſy, either at your thinking in a different Way 
from Me; or at your giving the World an Account of 
ou Thoughts: that I eſteem it your Duty both to judge 
or your ſelf, and to publiſh what you judge neceſlary for 
the Yindication of the Honour of God, and of Religion. 
You needed not My Example to juſtify it. The Importance of 
the Matter, and the Common Right of Mankind, are much 
better Juſtifications. I only hope that my Example did not 
lead you into the Manner in which you have choſe to do it. 
What hard and ſevere Appe4ations your inward Conviction 
end private Belief may have ſuggeſted to you, I cannot tell: They 
can hardly, I think, be worſe than the outward Expreſſions 
ou have bcen pleas'd to honour me with, in this Per- 
3 | 
The firſt Charge is (p. 9) that you find me ſtriking at the 
very Root of all Goodneſs, depretiating the ſolemn Duty of Prayer, 
by ſeparating Devotim from it, which is the Life and Soul of 
it, &c. This is a very heavy Charge upon One, who knows 
that kis Deſign was to ſtrike at the Root of ſuperſtitious 
all 
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and to eſtabliſh Prayer inſtead of it. But as heavy as it is, 
I am content to bear it, if any Words I have made uſe of 
are capable of ſuch an Interpretation, by any Rules of 
Grammar, or Common Senſe, in the World. 

The Inſtances and Texts you allege againſt this, are 

1. The Parable about the unjuff Judge, ſpoken Luke xvili. 
1. To this End, that Men ought always to pray, and not to faint. 
Always to pray, and not to faint, is, in other Words, te pray 
without ceaſing, as the Apoſile expreſſes it. In your own Ac- 
count it is, to be urgent and importunate, and to ſollicite with 
Earneſtneſs, i.e. to repeat our Requefis to God, as Perſons wha 
are truly in Earnef! in what they ask. How this at all con- 
radicts any thing I have ſaid upon this Subject, I am ſtill 
at a Loſs to fee ; or how it fixeth any ſuch particular De- 
gree of Flame, or Heat, as neceſſary and eſſential to Prayer, 
which I complain to have been made ſo by the Help of Men 
and valuminous Rules of Art. | 

This, and the other Parable you next mention, of the Man 
borrowing three Loa ves of his Neighbour at Midnight, Luke xi. 
5. touch no C/rcumſtance of Prayer, but the repeating it; nor 
is there any thing in either of Them, beſides asking for the 
ſame thing, till the Judge and the Neighbour granted it, to 
avoid Trouble: Nor any thing ſignified by them, not by 
any Expreſſion made uſe of in them, but that Our Prayers 
to God muſt be frequent. 


2. The Repreſentation of the Publican's ſmiting upon his 


Breaſt, as a Mark of Sorrow (which is your ſecond Inſtance) 
was agreeable to this Cuſtom of the Eaſtcrn Countries. But 


this is fo far from entring into the Eſence of the Matter, 


that no Man is either more or leſs ſenſible of his Sins, for 
firiking, or not ſiriking his Breaſt ; for ſhedding, or not ſhedding 
Tears ; or any the like Accidents depending upon Cuſtom, or 
Conſtitution. 

3. You mention next, the Dlrection, our Lord gives his 
gs to ask, and ſeek, and knock, But neither asking, 
nor 
Duty, or Temper of him who performs it, unleſs a real, 
and ſincere Deſire of Receiving, Finding, or Entring. 

Your next Sentence is very ſurpriſing. From none of which 
Circumſtances (here mentioned) can we be encouraged to hope 


that God will hear our Petitions, if they are Cold, and Lifeleſs. 


So that it ſeems Cold and Lifeleſs are only other Words for 
Calm and Undiſturb'd. If you truly thought ſo, yet it would 
have been right to have let n own Words have ſtood, where 
you were drawing up the Streſs of your Argument againſt 


me. 
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ecking, nor knocking, expreſs any Circumſtance of the 
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me. But if you thought them Words of a different Senſe; 
I know of no Juſtification of them, but rhis one, too com- 
mong amongſt Writers, That every thing is lawful againſt the 
Man you diſlike, If the End of the Sentence had been ex- 
preis d in my own Words, Calm and Unadiſturb'd, this had 
not been ſo ſhocking. The Zeal of a Reader could not, 
this way have been raiſed ſo high againſt an Adverſary. 

4. Prayer, (I ſay it again) is, in our Lord's own Form, 
a Calm, Undiſturbed Addreſs ro God. Let it be read over a 
thouſand times, and examin'd as often, I will venture to 
affirm, there is not a Word, or Expreſſion in it, that tends to 
the raiſing any Diſpoſition of Mind like to Paſſion, or Per- 
turbation. In your great Civility, you are pleas d to tell 
me, that I may be Calm, and Undiſturbed, in ſaying the Lord: 
Prayer: i. e. as you had juſt before interpreted my Words, 
Cold and Lifelsſs ; which in the next Paragraph you change 
for Indolence and Unmov'd. To which I have little other Re- 
ply to make, but that which a Chriſtian ought to make to 
All bard Uſage. 

5. Bur you go on, and obſerve that nothing can more con- 
wvincingly aſſure us, what was our Saviour, Will in this Caſe, 
than his own Practice. And for this, you appeal to Luke xxii. 
44. where it is recorded that, being in an Agony, he pray d 
more earneſtly, and his Sweat was, as it were, great Drops of 
Blood failing down to the Ground. This you allege as a Practice 
of his, to aſſure us what was his Will; or, in'other Words, 


what is our Duty, in daily conſtant Prayer: That is, you firſt. 


call This a Practice of our Saviour, which he himſelf never 
bur this once knew any thing of ; and which was indeed 
the Effect of an unconceivable Diſtreſs of Soul, upon that 
one particular Occaſion, to which we know nothing pa- 
rallel ; you then make 7his, which was the Efe# of Diſtreſs, 
to be the Effect of Devotion; you make This, which was the 
Cauſe of his praying, to be the Produ## of it; and you maks 
this Temper the Rule and Meaſure of our Temper and Diſpo- 
ſition, when we pray. N 
From which many Things will follow, very diſagreea- 
ble; and particularly, that our bleſſed Lord himſelf never 
truly prayed, before this time; becauſe He never, as far 
cer of, experienced any thing like this within 
elf. 


6. You mention Epaphras, who laboured fervently in Pr ay- 


er, Col. iv. 12. and the effectual fervent Prayer of a righte- 


the 


.ous Man, in St. James ch. v. 16. It is to little Purpoſe to 
obſerye to you, that there is nothing, in the Original, of 


( 17 ) 
the Words fervently, and fervent ; which you print in re. 
markable Characters. 3 * 
"It it amazing, Tay you; to you, with what poſſible View I 
| could attempt to foimd a Doctrine of a moſt pernicious Tendency. in 
it ſelf, en the Ruints of ſo many Texts of Scripture, My View 
in this Particular was, to rid the Minds of as honeſt Chri- 
ſtians, as any in the World, from that great Uneaſineſs, 
which, (if I may gueſs by my ſelf,) 'Minifters of Pariſhes 
muſt frequently meet with, ariſing from ſuch - No:7ons Ita 
Modern Books, or Diſcourſes, as perplex them with Doubts 
about their Incapacity, even whilft They feel Themfelves 
to be fincerely deſirous and difpoſed to perform the vu 


of Prayer. And, notwithſtanding your critical Remar 
upon Comms's and Stops ; (which, I confeſs, is either above 
my Capacity, or beneath it;) my Senſe is ſo plainly thers 
expreſſed, viz. that by the help of Men, and voluminous Rules 
of Art, the Word Prayer was come to ſignify Heat and Flame, in 

uch a Manner, and to ſuch a Degree, that a Man may be in the 
beſt Diſpoſition in the World, and yet not be devout enough to 
pray, i. e. By thoſe Rules, Men have been taught to work 
Themſelves into Heat and Flame, in ſuch a Manner, and to 
fuch a Degree, as ſomething neceſſary to Prayer, that, ac- 
. cording to thoſe Rules, a Man may be in the beſt Diſpoſi- 
tion of Mind, and yet not be Devout enough to pray. 

The Meaning here was ſo plain, that, after al yout Se- 
verity, (p. 14.) you your ſelf are ſuſpicious, you have in- 
jured me. And you check your ſelf, by ſaying, Or your 
Lordſbip might mean perhaps by thoſe ſarcaſtical Expreſſions, ( as 
you are pleaſed to call them,) above-cited, only to refle# upon 
Jome Modern Books of Devotion, that recommend Fervency 0 
Prayer. Sir, It is not only perhaps ſo, but certainly ſo : an 
this ſo certainly, that All your Zeal, and that of All your 
Friends put together,” and all your Abilities likewiſe, cans 
not make the Sentence capable of any other Senſe. , __ . 

Your mention of my New Se of Proteſtant Quietiſts may, 
for ought I know, be accounted W#7tty.: but is certainly 
much more applicable to Thoſe who contend for Diſorder 
and Agitation of Soul, than to Thoſe who contend againſs 
thoſe Tumults of the Mind. We | 5 

What my Notions of Prayer, and the Temper of Prayer, 
are, muſt by this time have appeared to all impartial Per- 
ſons; I beg Leave juſt to mention, that it will farther 
appear, what They. have long been, by publiſhing, as ſoon 
as I can conveniently, ſeveral Forms of Prayer, which were 
drawn up for priyate „ Yeats ago; and gy ol 
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think, I have now a juſt Occaſion to trouble the World | 


with. 

. You next touch a little upon what I have faid upon the 
Love of God : But you are very good here. You are fo 
kind as to ſuppoſe that I intended my Refe#ions againſt 
Thoſe who have over-ſtrained that Duty, &c. That is, Thoſe, 
againſt whom alone I could intend them. You might 
have been as good, under the former Head, where it was 
as plainly ſaid : and then a great deal of Trouble had 
been ſaved. But even here, you cannot forbear your Com- 
Plaint that I have ſer it, that is, The Love of God, as low 
as peſſible ; and that I ſeem particularly careful that Men may 
wot offend in the Exceſs of This, or any thing elſe that is Good. 

"You come, p. 18. to the Conſideration of the Nature of 
the Church of Chriſt : by which means I ſhall the better be 
able to do You and my Self, Juſtice. 
I. The Church of Chrift, you ſay, according to me, is 
the Kingdem of Chriſt, I really thought that All Chriſtiant, 
in the midſt of All their Contradictions, ſtill profeſſed to 
believe that the Church of Chriſt was the Kingdom of Chriſt. 
I always thought indeed, that it would be much more 
conſiſtent with many of their Dottrines and Claims, not to 
uſe that Expreſſion. But I little thought to ſee the time, 
when it would be openly fix'd as a peculiarity upon any One 
particular Chriſtian, that, according to him, the Church of 
Curiſt was the Kingdom of Chriſt. | 

In the mean while, I muſt ſtop a little to wonder what 

harm it could have done to the Cauſe of Truth, to have 
permitted n own Sentiments to have ſtood in my own Words. 
But this would not have done the Buſineſs fo effectually. 


My Words are theſe. Serm. p. 11. As the Church of Chriſt is 


the Kingdom of Chriſt, He 117 is King: And in this it is 
implied, That He is himſelf the ſole Lawgiver to his Subjects; 
and himſelf the ſole Judge of their Behaviour, in the Affairs of 
CONSCIENCE, and ETERNAL SALVATION : — 
That He hath, in thoſe Points, (viz. of CONSCIENCE and 
ETERNAL SALVATION, ) left behind Him no viſible, 
humane Authority ; No Vicegerents who can be ſaid Properly to 
Supply his Place; No Interpreters upon whom his Subjects are 
f olutely to depend ; No Judges over the Conſciences or Religion 


of his People. This you think fir to repreſent, As if I had 


aid, not only King, but Lawgiver, Judge, and Interpreter 
of his own Laws, hereas, I ſay, He is not the ſole King, 
if He be not the ſole Lawgiver, and Judge ; and, as for his 
being Interpreter of his own Laws, I poſitiyely deny * 


—— 
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= himſelf ever interpoſeth ro aſſert the true Interpretation of 
them, p. 13. 

. You ſay, I repreſent the Church of Chriſt as a K ingdom 
in which Chriſt neither acts himſelf ; nor hath 'nveſted 
any one elſe with an Authority to act for Him. Lay your 
Hand upon your Heart, and ask, Is this a Chriſtian, Hu- 
mane, Honeſt, Repreſentation of what your own Eyes 
read in my Sermon? What I ſay is, that Chriſt never inter- 
poſeth, ſince His firſt promulgation of His Law, either to convey 
Infallibility r to aſſert the True Interpretation of it 
If you oppoſe me in this; you maintain that Chriſt doth 
interpoſe, in order to convey Infallibility, or to aſſert the True 
Interpretatioa of his Law. Read this Propoſition : and either 
affirm it to be true ; or elſe acknowledge that you are far 
from repreſenting, or contradicting, my Senſe. His firſt 
promulgation of his Law, was his acting viſibly with Kingly 
Authority in his Kingdom. | 

We now come to your own Sentiments, which you thus 
expreſs, in the ſame Sentence, p. 19. At his Departure into 
Heaven, when He was no longer fo Govern his Church in Perſon, 
He provided for the good Government of it, by Others, whom He 
Commiſſioned toe teach and expound his Laws, to hear Rule and 
Authority over his Subject, to be his Vicegerents, to act in his 
name and ſtead, and to perpetuate a Succeſſion of Men thro" all 
| the ſucceeding Ages of the World, in whom the SAME Powers 
ſhould be lodged. And tho' He made none of Them infalible, nor 
exempted Them from Humane Frailties, yet ſtill He required his 
Church to obey Them, and to be guided by Their InſtruTions, 
where They were not contrary to His, The places of Scripture to 
prove theſe Aſſertions, are ſo numerous, &c. ; | 

- You have therefore added, 1% Chriſt hath mad? non? of 
them infallible, yet ſtill he requires his Church to obey Them. 
How? Abſolutely ? Without reſerve? Upon the Argu- 
ment of Their Authority only? If not; I beg to kaow 
what is all this to me, declaring againſt ah Abſolut: Au- 
thority in Men? And is This the whole which even you, at 
laſt can make of the Matter, after all your Boaſtzd Zeal for 
Mere Authority? I beſeech you, why may not I be allowed 
to ſay that no Man upon Earth hath an Abſolute Authority 


in Chriſt's Kingdom, as well as you? Only becauſe I ſtand, 


to it, and do not unſay it again in other Places, to the 
great Diverſion and Adv 

and of the Enemies of all Religion ? Now, Sir, If I am 
not to obey, where their Inſtructions are contrary to Chriſt 5; 
or nor ; Unleſs you will order me to take their Word abſo- 
Lo ds 3 3 : | lutely 
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futely That they are ſo. If I am fo examine this, Fam to. 
be derermin'd in it by m own Judgment and Conſcience, 
and not by Their. If I find Their N agreeable to 
the of Chriſt, T obey them. Why? Not becauſe of 
Their Authority, but becauſe of Chriſt's Authority. I obey 
Him, not Them, by your own Raule here laid down. 
As we paſs, let me obſerve the only poſible Meaning of 
thoſe Words of mine, Serm. p. 15. which you greatly: mis. 
ſtake, or abuſe, p. 27. in order to ſhew that the Wor Abſo=. 
lute, over and over again repeated by me, and ſeveral other. 
the like Words, are not to be reparged in your Repreſenta- 
rion of my Senſe: And then let all Men judge, how hard it 
is, to have my Sentiments laid before the World, not as 
they truly are, but as an Adveſam withes them to be, to 
encxeaſe his own, imaginary uke. My Words are 
theſe F they, (i.e. any Men) have this Power of Interpre- 
ting, or adding Laws, and judging Men (now let the Reader 
obſerve) in Such a Senſe, that Chriſtians 2 be Indifpenſa- 
bly, and Abſolutely obliged fo obey thoſe- Laws, and to ſubmit. 
to thoſe Deciſions : adifpenſably and Abſolutely, obliged, 
Theſe are the Words; and Words. which cut off all Exa- 
mination and Conſideration WHERE Thoſe Deciſions be con- 
trary to Chriſt's Will, or not; and the Suppoſition at the 
Beginning is of Chriſt's not interpoſing to direct, or refify. 
theſe Deciſions lf this be the Caſe, I ſay, whether they 
happen to agree with Chriſt, or to differ from him, as long as they 
are the Law-givers and Judges, in the Senſe there laid down, 
without any Interpoſition from Chriſt, . They are Kings of this 
Kingdom, and not Chriſt Jeſus. Here tlie Caſe is put of No 
Examination, No Conſideration, whether their Deciſions are 
contrary to Chriſf's Mid, or not; (as in the Church of Rome) 
and of an abſolute ingiſpenſable Obligation to ſubmit to the. 
Mere Authority of the Deciders (as the Condition is of Chri- 
ftians in that Church) In this Caſe, I ſay, that This is the 
Kingdom of theſe Men, and not of Chriſt, becauſe they are 
obeyed abſolutely and implicitly, without any Regard ta. 
Chriſt's own Deciſions ; and that it makes no Difference in 
this Caſe of Abſolute and Indiſpenſable Obedience, without 
comparing the Laws of Men with the Laws of Chriſt, 
whether the former happen to agree with the latter, or not. 
Still, as long as the Obedience is Abſolute and Indiſpenſable, 
it is Obedience to Men as Kings, and not to Chriſt. Is not 
this a Demonſtration to the Eye- ſight of the World, in the 
Remiſh Church? And do you not ſee that this is nothing to 
u two, Who agree in maintaining No ſuch Abſelute, Pal 


pen able 


4 


penſable Obligation to ſubmit; but a Right not to obe 

when thoſe Deciſions are contrary to Chriſt's; which is built 
entirely upon a Right to examine whether they are ſo, or 
not. Read therefore your 28th Page, where you repreſent 
me as equally pleading againſt al Commands, &c. and com- 


e it with your own Acknowledgment, that Chriſtians 
muſt not obey any Commands of Men, when they are 


contrary to Chriſt's. 


P. a0. You go on (after having ſpoken about the 4poſtes 
Days) to ſay, If Chriſt had made no Proviſion, by ſubſtitut; 


« Picegerents 10 att for, and under him, to ſatisfy the Doubts of bis 


People, and explain the Meaning of his Laws, by comparing them 
with one another, to reſtra!n Offend 
ſturbers of its Peace and Unity: If no Care had been taten 
to keep his Subjects in Order, the Church of Chriſt muſt have been 
4 Babel, and his Kingdom a Realm of Confuſion. Now app] 
your own Limitation, that no Chriſtian 7s to obey theſe $ 
ſtitutes or Vicegerents, where their Inſtrutions and Directions 
are contrary to thoſe of Chriſt, of which vey Chriſtian is 
to judge: And then determine whether this Obje&ion 
ought to affright us from maintaining Chriſt's Right to be 
obey'd in Oppoſition to theſe Subſtitutes, when the Caſe fo 
happens; or from defending his Subjects againſt all ſuch 
Abſolute Authority as lays them under an Obligation to a 
blind and implicit Obedience. | 


If they again urge us (as you go on p. 21.) with any other 


of thoſe Images, under which the Scripture repreſents the 


Church as an orderly, well-govern'd Society; we can anſwer 


them, that we can never think Chriſt's Church fo wel. g- 


vern d a Society, as when Chriſt's Laws $9759 it; that we 
have not ſaid one Word againſt the Order, or the good Go- 
verament of it; but only aſſerted the Right and Duty of 
all Chriſtians, to conſider the Laws of Chriſt himſelf, be- 
cauſe we are ſure of his Diſpleaſure, if we obey any Au- 
thority upon Earth contrary to his Will; and that we are 
for all Order and good Government conſiſtent with that 
Right of not obeying againſt our own Conſciences; which 
he did not to be ſure deſtroy by any Images of Order and 
- Pecency, under which his Church is repreſented. Take 
t under the Figure of a Boa), a Building, a large Family, 
why not a ſmall one, when that cannot alter the Caſe, as 
ro the Eſſentials of it?) or take it as an Army, or as what 
| you pleaſe ; theſe all help to clear up what I have aid, 
and what your kind Limitation before-mention'd implies 
in it. If it be a Boay, the Head 15 Chriſt; if a . 
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Prundatton-Stone is Chriſt: and the Apoſtles themſelves no 
otherwiſe Frundation-Stones, but as they are repreſented even 
by themſelves, as the Preachers of what he immediately di- 
rated to them. But as for all their Succeſſors, they are 
not the Foundation, but Part of the Building it ſelf erected 
apon that Foundation. If it be a large Family, then it fol- 
tows, that no Servant of the higheſt Rank hath any Au- 
thority diſagreeable to the Will of the Maſter of the Fami- 
ly; nor the other Servants any Obligation (ſuppoſing the 
Maſter himſelf abſent, and to have left bekind him his Will 
in Writing, for the Uſe of them all) to ſubmit to the Di- 
Rates of any Servant of their Maſter, without comparing 
them with that written Will. But if it be conſider d as an 
Army, then it is plain, that the chief General is the Ruler 
of it; and that the Orders of the chief General, ſuppoſing 
them to be given by himſelf, for the Uſe of the Souldiers 
in his Abſence, are the Directions for the Souldiers in all 
their Service and Warfare. ' And I do not-doubr, as you 
lay, that the Caſe is ſtill the ſame, if you take a View ef the 
Church under —_ other Image. I have taught Men, and I do 
here declare, I will go on to teach them, to receive no Com- 
mands relating to their eternal Salvation, from any Superiors, 
whether ſpiritual or temporal, abſolutely and implicitly upon 
the Ground of mere Authority, without examining them b 
2 Laws of Chriſt, and finding them agreeable to thoſe 
aws. 3 . 
All this which I have been now ſaying, will appear ſtill 
more clearly, if poſſible, in the Anſwer which I am prepa- 
Ting to the Repreſentatian of the Committee of the Lower 
Houſe of Convocation. . 


Pi. 29. The Paſſage you are here diſturbed at, about the 
Altering or Adding to the Santiong of Chriſt's Law, is no 


more than this Syllogiſm. The Affixing the proper Re- 
wards and Puniſhments to the Behaviour of Chriſtians, as 
Chriſtians, is an Act of Chriſt's Regal Power. Whoever 
alter the Nature of theſe, or add to them, do truly them- 
ſelves affix Rewards and Puniſhments. Therefore, they 
are ſo far Kings themſelves. That, according to me, they 
Dethrone Chriſt from his Spiritual Kingdom, is your own hard, 
and unjuſt Comment. But that, as far as they alter his 
Sanctions, or add new ones, that I ſay ſo far, they reign in 
their own Kingdom, is in my Opinion, as clear a Propoſi- 
tion as this, that, as far as New Sanctions are brought into 
Chriſt's Religion, ſo far New San#ions are brought in. If 
Chxift brought them in, or commanded them to be brought 
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'. + In, they are his; if not, they are not his. If any others 
can, even by Right, bring them in; yet {till it is true that 
theſe others are fo far as 
| You do me one Piece of Juſtice; p. 23. when you aſſure 
the World, in your Way, that 1 have dealt my Favours with 
an equal and undiſtinguiſh d Hand to all Churches and all Religi- 
ons, If you mean this by it, that I diſdain the poor Sophi- 
ſtry of claiming that mere Authority to our ſelves, which we 
deny conſtantly to others; and that I do not think any 
Man's Religion, conſidered in it ſelf, an * why he 
- ſhould be deprived of any of the common Rights of Socie- 
ty, in this World. Bur if you mean any thing elſe, I muſt 
aſſure you, it is your own Invention. The Excluſion of the 
Papiſts from the Throne, was not upon the Account of 
their Religion. All the World knows, that it was upon 
the Experience that they could not be truſted with the 
Rights and Liberties of the Nation. 
But for one Chriſtian Divine, who is endeayouring to 
* preach Religion and the Goſpel, to be told by another 
Chriſtian Divine, that he contradicts Acts of Parliament, 
and Laws made by Men, would have a very odd Appea- 
rance, if any thing could be calmly conſidered amidit the 
Paſſions of Men. It cannot certainly be intended as an 
Argument, unleſs it rely upon this glorious Foundation, 
(becoming a Chriſtian Divine to own) that every Preacher 
of the Goſpel, inſtead of prlaching all, and every thing 
which he finds there, is obliged to fit. down and conſider 
Human Laws, every Act of Parliament, and every Clauſe 
in every At of Parliament; and to find, or make the Laws 
of the Goſpel agreeable to them, before he preſumes to 
preach, or to inculcate them. Neither Chriſtianity, nor 
the Reformation, could have ſhewn their Heads againſt 
ſuch irreſiſtible Arguments as theſe. 

From p. 34. to p. 37. you ſet forth the tragical Effects of 
my Doctrine, not only upon the Polity of the Church of 
England, but upon A Eccleſiaſtical Polity, as your Phraſe is. 
And all this by Way of Conſequeaces drawn from my Prin- 
ciples, without ſo much as referring to the Paſſages in 
which my Principles are laid down. If my Reaſonings are 
right, you ſay, there was never any Part of the Chriſtian Church 
either in the Days of the Apoſtles, or at any time ſince, in any 
Nation of the World, that has not, as s Church, atted in dire 
Oppoſition to the Will of our Bleſſed Saviour, and uſurped an Au- 
#hority that he had never delegated. This is a Charge indeed 
againſt all Churches, which I neither made, nor ever. 22 
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mitted into my Thoughts. We will try, if you pleaſe; © 


from my Principles. . Chriſt is ſole Law-giver and Judge in 
Matters of eternal Salvation, and hath delegated no Abſo- 
Jute, (i. e. as you own) Unlimited Authority to Men, to 
which Chriſtians are Abſolutely (i. e. as you own) Unli- 
mitedly, Unconditionally, without Examination obliged to 
ſubmit in any thing contrary to his Will. This is all that 
I have taught. From hence you ſay it follows, the Apo- 
ſtles — — (as you fatther explain it, p. 35.) and all 
Churches in their Days, and ever ſince, uſurped an Authority 
never delegated to them. : 

Now, I confeſs, I always underſtood the New Teſtament 
it ſelf to teach us, that the Apoſtles were directed by 
Chriſt himfelf, and by his Spirit. So that he was ſtill in 
all which they ordain'd as Parts of his Religion, truly the 
Legiſlator and King. The Authority was his, in the ſtri- 


cteſt Senſe, as they often profeſſed ; and they had no Au- 


thority to ordain any thing relating to eternal Salvation, 


but what he expreſsly and immediately revealed and dicta- 


ted to them. They were ſent, taught, directed, immedianely 
by Chriſt. According to my Rule therefore, wherever he 
he interpoſeth to convey Infallibility, he is the Legiſlator, pro- 
perly ſpeaking. And that was the Caſe. 

If the Caſe be otherwiſe with any Churches, I am hear- 
tily ſorry; but I profeſs, I gever knew, nor heard of any 
Church upon Earth, except the Church of Rome, in its lat- 
ter corrupted Eſtate, which ever dared to claim ſuch an 
Abſolute Authority. And this Church it ſelf firſt thinks 


it neceſſary to outface us, that Chriſt doth ſtill interpoſe to + 


convey Infallibility. What follows, I ſuppoſe, is to explain 
the Meaning of this; and therefore let us conſider the In- 
ſtances you mention. | 

I. According to my Reaſonings, you ſay, Al who have 
been interpreting his Laws, have been making Laws for him. I 
hope not, I am ſure for my ſelf, I endeayour to Interpret 
his Doctrine, without the Thought that all who hear me, 
are indiſpenſably obliged to receive my Interpretation. 
You know, Sir, in your Conſcience, that I have not faid a 
ſingle Word againſt any Interpretative Authority, even of 
the weakeſt Men, but an Abſolute Authority of Impoſing 
their Senſe upon Chriſt's Laws. You know that you your 
ſelf declare, No Chriſtian is obliged to receive any Inter- 
pretation contrary to Chrift's Will ; to which therefore he is 
obliged to compare it always: And ſuppoſing it, ſhould be 


found, upon Enquiry; to be agreeable to it, tie ppght not, 


; by 
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by your own Rule, as well as mine, to receive it before 
he finds it ſo, So that we ſtand in this and fall together. 
If theſe Confequences are fo terrible againſt me, they are 
the very ſame againſt you. | 
2, So again in the Caſe of impoſed Terms of Commu» 
nion, I have declared in the Sermon againſt nothing but 
the abſolute indiſpenſable Obligation of Chriſtians to ſub- 
mit to them, right or wrong, without examining whether 
0 they be agreeable to Chriſt's Will or not. | 
„ 3. Again you goon, Nor can any Number of Wiſe and Good 
Men, (according to my Reaſonings,) agreeing together in the 
ſame Notions, , and aſſembled by legal Authority, in due Subordi- 
nation to the Civil Magiſtrate, though with the moſt unanimous 
Conſent, eſtabliſh any Rules, or Ordain any Method of Church- 
Government that ſball be binding, even for Peace and Quiet's ſake, 
20 any others, Here again, We muſt prevail or fall toge- 
ther. For, as to Conſcience, (which is our Province, as 
long as we have any Conſciences of our own left,) as to 
Conſcience, I fay, you have declared in this very Book, 
(the Force of Truth hath extorted it from you, in the 
midſt of all your Zeal) that no ſuch Deciſions or Declara- 
Tions are binding upon my Chriſtian in the World, if they 
be contrary to Chriſt's Will. | 
This is your own Rule; and therefore expoſe, vilify, 
uſe me as you pleaſe : I have this Satisfaction, that you 
come, your ſelf, into this whole Condemnation ; and not 
only you, but indeed all, every Man of the Church of Eng- 
Aland; every Man of thoſe themſelves, who have treated 
me in the ſame unhandſome Manner upon this Account. 

In what follows, p. 36. I find we differ exceedingly 1 
about the Church we are ſpeaking of. Vou have figured 11 
to your ſelf a new Kind of Spiritual Kingdom; a Spiri- 
tual Kingdom which you declare to flouriſh by Temporal 


: 


= 


Methods: A Kingdom not of this World, nouriſhed by 1 
the Glories and Favours of this World, beſtowed upon it i 

by its temporal Nurſing-Fathers and Nurſing-Mothers. ba 
Look into the Popiſh Countries, and there you will find 4 
ſomething under that Denomination, i theſe 10 
Methods; a Part of it fed and pampered by 


| Nurſes ;. and the other Part ſtarved and miſerably treated. 
I Bur look into the firſt Ages, you will find the Church of t 
Chriſt a Spiritual Kingdom of ſuch inward Strength and 1 
0 Vigour, as to be able co flouriſh equally in all it's Parts, (I j 
; Fay, to flouriſh,) not only without, but againſt, all che F 
| Temporal Powers of the aw | 1 


emporal al 
| 


Many 1 


I haye been ſpeaking about. 


| (£6) 3 
Many gforious Things have I read and heard on all Sides; 
about the flouriſhing Eftate of the Church of Chriſt, be- 
fore Conſtantinople; and many melancholy and terrible Ac- 
counts of its Condition, from and after that Time: Till 
by Degrees it became in the corrupt Eſtate of the Church - 
Rome, the Sink of Hypocrites, and the Sanctuary of 
Atheiſts, But I think verily you are the firft Divine amongſt 
Proteſtants, who has affirmed of the Reformation what 
muſt be equally true of Chriſtianity it ſelf, and indeed 3s 
agreeable to what goes before: That the deſirable Work was 
not compleated, till the earthly Rulers, being themſelves convert= 
ed, eſtabliſhed and confirmed it by temporal Sanctiont. A Sen- 
tence, Sir, which, if duly conſidered, muſt be very ſhock- 
ing to N Mind; unleſs the deſirable Thing 
in Chriſt's Kingdom be Riches and Power. 4 
- I muſt here add, becauſe I have been very much miſta- 
ken and miſrepreſented in this Matter, that I never af. 
firmed, or thought, that even the greateſt worldly En- 
couragements, annexed to any particular Profeſſions, (as 
for Inſtance, in the Church of Rome,) did totally deſtroy 
all inward Principles of Religion; or do intirely, any 
whey, root out of every Man's Mind Sincerity and real 
elief. | W 
If you, or any others, (who are all, at ſeveral Times, 
forced to ſay the ſame Things, ) will pleaſe to conclude, 
that 1 had evil Intentions and bad Views; I cannot help 
it. You muſt, in Conſequence, though not in Deſign, 
charge the ſame upon the Goſpel : In which, I think,:there 
is not a ſingle Paſſage tending any other Way. I knowmy 
own Heart. N 1 
And they who have inſinuated otherwiſe neither know 


me nor thoſe Rules of Honour and Conſcience, by which 


1 ought to conduct themſelves. in 
As to what follows, p. 37. it is univerſally own'd that 


the Papiſts were not at firſt excluded from Offices, on the 
Account of mere Religion; but ſolely on Account of their 


avowal of ſuch Principles as naturally and unavoidably 
deſtroy the State. C eit 
But if you eſteem Religion of that Nature, that it 


| ought to be ſo treated in Humane Society, IT am confirm 


ed in this, that as by the Church of Chriſt, you mean 


ſomerhing entirely different from what I mean by Expreſ- 


ſion; fo, by Religion, you mean quite another Thing than 


| I know 7 


— 


* 


( 27 ) 


I know of ne Confuſion, glorious or inglurlous, that J 
have endeavoured to introduce, as you charge me, p. 37. 


The Church of Chriſt was as regular, as orderly, as glo- 


rious, as he deſigned it to be, in all Things belenging to 
its Nature, before the World came in to Nurſe ; that is, 


before the Order, and Regularity, and Glory, of Tempo. 
ral Sanctions could come into ir. 


I have ſer forth the Spiritual Nature of Chriſt's Spiritual 
Kingdom, and the Spiritual Santtions of Spiritual Laws. 
The Sum of the Whole is in theſe four Propoſitions. 
Chriſt's Kingdom is Chriſt's Kingdom. The SanQtions of 
his Laws muſt be the Sanctions which he himſelf hath 
fixed. The Sanctions in Humane Society ought in Reaſon 


to be taken from the Principles of Humane. Men ought 
not to ſuffer in their common Rights, for the ſake of 
any mere differenee of Opinion in Religion, conſidered 


as ſuch. 5 

If any one will infer from hence, that T argue againſt 
all Right of appointing Time, Place, or Ceremonies rela- 
ting to religious Wor hip 3 againſt the Maintenance and 
Support of thoſe who officiate in the Churches or Aſſem- 


blies of Chriſtians ; againſt the Order or Decency, or Sub- 


* ordination, belonging to Societies of Chriſtians; or any 


Thing againſt the Intereſt of the Church of England. I an- 


fwer, that I not only do not own ſuch Conſequences, but 


I really do not ſee them. As for the Church of England, 
I regard it as a noble Part of the Catholick Church, found- 
ed upon the noble Claim of the Right of Chriſtians ta 


judge for themſelves; and for the Principles of this 


Sermon, 
What I maintain is the very Principle of the Proteſtant 


Church of England, as well as the Ground-work of the 
whole Reformation: And the greateſt Service that can 


3 the Church of Englana, is, to vindicate and in- 
cate it. 

IA am far from ſaying that I will anſwer for every Sen- 
tence, in every Book of mine, written long ago. I ho 
no Chriſtian writes Books to preclude himſelf abſolutely 
from enquiring after, or receiving, Truth for ever. Bur 


as the whole Tenor of the Reaſonableneſs of Conformity, 
and the Principles of this Sermon; there is juſt the ſame 


Contracliction between that Book and them, as there is 
between my ſincere Endeavour to convince a Man of an 
Error, and my nor murthering or injuring him, if he be 
wt convinced 


by what I ſay ; or exaQtly the ſame as there 
is D 2 is 


* 


(23) 

is between your Vindicating the Church of England with 
lo maſterly a Zeal as you have here done; and telling 
the Diſſenters, as you do at the ſame Time, that they are 
pbliged not to comply with any Thing, whether Doctrine 
or Injunction, contrary to Chriſt's Will. | 

I wiſh you would explain the laſt Sentence of your Let- 
ter. I am far from deſigning either. to fix Contequences 
upon you, Which you do not own: Or any particular In- 
terpretation upon your Words; even though it be the In- 
terpretation, of Which alone, both Friends and Enemies, 


5 . I can hear, agree them to be capable. But the 
-ale 


is this. You plainly reproach me with. an Oppoſition, 
n my preſent Practice, to my former. reſiſting Doctrines. My pre- 
lent Practice is, all that Zeal, Duty, and Submiſſion, which 
can reſult from the ſincereſt Affection to King George: My 


former reſiſting Doctrines, all the World knows, never 


taught any Reſiſtance; but to the Worſt of Princes, en- 
Faged in the Total Deſtruction of the Civil Rights of a 
Whole Nation. The Natural thought is, that No one can 
reproach me with Contradiction in this Matter, without implying, 
(too Hrongly, I fear, to be denied,) that his preſent Maj eſiy i. 
what I care not to repeat. | | 4 

This puts me in mind to congratulate yon upon the 
Publick Honour. lately done you, ſo ſoon after a Perfor- 
mance which ends with ſo remarkable a Sting. I have no 
Civilities to ſpend any Time in thanking you for. Perhaps 
your Notion of Religion is, that it forbids you to ſhew any 
to one from whom you ſometimes imagine you differ. The 
want, of them, and the Abundance; of ſomething in their 

cad, I pray God to forgive. I neither return you like 


Uſaye my elf, nor am I pleaſed that any one elſe ſhauld. 
I. ſincerely wiſh you all Happineſs here and hereafter ; 
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Having given ſome Account of the Controverſy betwixt 


the BiſhoP and his Antagoniſts, we proceed next to the 


POSTSCRIPT of Mr. Trapp's, by way of Rejoinder, an- 


nex d to his Sermon, which is as follows: 
vw Hile this Diſcourſe ( Jpcoking of his Sermon) was in 
the Preſs ; the World has been preſented with The 
Right Revcrend the Lord Bijhop of Bangor s Anſwer to the Re- 
verend Dr. Snape's Letter, That Excellent Perſon is too 
well able to defend himie:f, to need any Aſſiſtance, much 
Jeſs ſuch as mine. I ſhall therefore, while we are expett- 
ing his Reply, only preſume to take Notice of his Lord- 
ſhip's Letter, ſo far as it affects my Sermon, and no farther. 


Some Parts of it, if I miſtake nor, are already anſwered 
in the Sermon it ſelf; by way of Anticipation, or by ob- 
viating Objections. For the reſt; I deſire to be informed, 
what we are to think of a Writer, who expreſſes himſelf 
in ſuch a manner, that Nobody can underſtand him? For 
not only Dr. Snape, and my elf, but all the Lower Houſe 


of Convocation, and every Body elſe, as far as I can ob- 


ſerve, have it ſeems been entirely ignorant of his Mean- 
ing. And what ſort of Meaning muſt That be? A few par- 
ticular Perſons indeed may, thro Prejudice, and the Spirit 


of Contradiction, wilfully wreſt, and pervert the Senſe of 


an Author : but 'tis monſtrous to ſuppoſe the ſa me of all 
Mankind. And to all Mankind I appeal, to Adverſaries, 
as well as Friends; to Thoſe who approve of his Doctrine, 
as well as thoſe who diſlike it ; whether they did not ap- 
rehend his Sermon to have ſome farther Aim, than a 
re Denial of the Infallibility of the Church of Rome, 
{for no other pretends to be infallible) and of the Conſe- 


; — following from it: Eſpecially, ſince in the whole 


rmon, from the Beginning to the End, there is not one 
Word about that Church; no ſuch Word as Rome, Romiſh, 
Popery, or Popiſb, or any e equivalent. So that it 
Was, God knows, in the Integrity of my Heart, that I 
ſaid the Word 1fallibility ſeemed to be thrown in purely 
by way of Amuſement; as being nothing to the Purpoſe. 
I confeſs his Doctrine, if true, would effectually prove that 
no Church is infallible ; but then it would prove much more; 
and tis for This Reaſon that we oppoſe it. 
Nor does his explaining himſelf upon the Word Abſo- 


| dute at all mend the Matter; but rather makes it worſe | 
than it was before. What L haye already, tho very * 


* 


| 30 
ly, ſaid upon it in the preceding Diſcourſe (7. e. his fee. 
mentioned Sermon) ſeems to me ſufficient : but we ſhall now N 
be more particular. I ſaid that as it is ſometimes menti- 
oned, ſo it is ſometimes dropp'd : This the Reader ma 
obſerve in ſeveral Paſſages which I have cited. I ſha 
now repeat one, becauſe it is very remarkable; and tho I 
have alreadyiproduced it, yet it was with a different View. 

P. 16.“ Whether (the Query, as it there appears, is equi- 
valent to an Aſſertion) © this Notion of it (Chriſt's King-. 
dom) doth not abſolutely exclude all other Legiſlatort, and 
* Judges, in Matters relating to Conſcience, er the Fa- 
„ vour of God; or whether it can be his Kingdom, if any 
Mortal Men have ſuch a Power of Lay and Judg- 
* ment in it,” Here, I confeſs, the Word abſolutely is uſed, - 
and 'tis uſed emphatically : But it is apply d to excluding, 
not to the Legi/lators, and Judges : Tis not ſaid that their 
abſolute Authority is excluded, but that they are abſolutely 
exciuded ; which is much more. Nor can 4 ſuch] before 
[Power] have any reference to that Word; becauſe it” is 
not mentioned in the whole Paragraph. In which too it 
is aſſerted a little before, that no one of Chriſt's Subjects 
more than anerher hath Authority. The reading the whole 
Paragraph will make my Obſervation much ſtronger, . | 
But admitting that either this Epither, or this Adverb, 
* were always inferred in its proper Place. He tells us that 
the Church has nat an abſolure Authority, 7. e. not ſueli a 
one as obliges us to obey, without (p. 28.) Examination, or 
Conſideration, whether ſuch Commands, are contrary to 
Chriſt's Will, or not: (Words, by the way, which are 
not to be found in the Sermon, but thought of ſince (Who © 
fays ſhe has? This is what No-body among us denies. 
But in diſcourſing farther upon it, He advances Doctrines 
of the ſame Tendency, and Reaſonings equally inconclu- 
five with Thoſe which I have been confidering in the 
foregoing Diſcourſe. © If (ſays he) by an Authority to att 
for him you mean an Abſolute Authority to make New 
* Laws, or interpret Old Ones, relating to the eter... 
* nal Salvation of Chriſtians, and binding their Conſei- 
© ences abſolutely ; I do indeed maintain it, that he hath _ 
< left no ſuck abſolute Authority in any MAN or MEN.” 
And I beg leave to maintain the contrary ; according to 
the Senſe in which I have explained my ſelf already; and 
which will further appear from what 1 have now to offer. 
It does not in the leaſt make againſt my Aſſertion eo fay: 
that the SubjeQts haye a Right to examine; and are not u 
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(319 
bey thoſe Commands which were contrary to Chriſt's, 
which we all acknowledge. In this Caſe the Church hath 
not only no abſolute Authority, but no Authority at all. 
And this indeed helps us to a Clue, which will unravel 
the whole Maze of the Fallacy. If the Church, or State, 
or both, have any Legiſlative Authority at all in Matters 
of Conſcience or Salvation; it muſt be Abſolute, as all 
Legiſlative Authority is and muſt be. So that in my Opi- 
nion his Lordſhip might as well, or better, have ſpoke 
out, and roundly aſſerted, that in theſe Points, the Legi- 


' 


\Nature, both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, hath no Authority 


whatſoever, than have raiſed ſuch a Cloud of Duſt, about 
the Word Abſolute. k 


He ſays, p. 26, 27. that if upon Examination, he finds 


the Inſtructions (of Church-Governors) te be agreeable 


and that abſolute too if they had any A 
Jo called. 


„ 


to the Will of Chriſt, he obeys them; but not becauſe of 
their Authority, but of Chriſt's. If otherwiſe, We all 


Fran he is not to obey them. True: But is there no Me- 


um between theſe two Caſes? Are there not ſome 
Things relating to Conſcience and Religion, about which 


Chriſt hath determined nothing? And are not thoſe the 


Objects of human Laws and Deciſions ? The Forms and 
Modes of Worſhip relate to Religion: Difficult Points in 


_ Scripture and Divinity relate to Conſcience and Salvation: 


In both of theſe ſome Men have 1 to determine, 


ority properly 


It is hers to be obſerved, that his Lordſhip tells us how 
much Authority he does not allow; but not how much 


he does allow. For what he ſays, p. 48. about a © Right 
ey low Word, Authority would have been too high) 


appointing Time, Place or Ceremonies, relating to 


of 
4 god ious Worſhip, Cc. is, according to his Doctrine, 


What 


0 king. And therefore if he does not (ibid.) ſee tlie 
. of it which he mentions, I think I do. For 


not in the Subjects an abſolute and indiſpenſable Obliga- 
tion ? IF they are to obey, or diſobey, juſt as they think 


fit, the Right of governing them is of no ſuc 
Value. The Church of Eng/and (he tells us in the fame 
| Page) is founded upon the noble Claim of the Right 


great 


ot Chriſtians to judge for themſelyes”. Ir is fo, and 
upon another Claim teo, which is no leſs noble: I mean 
= Thar of a Right in hor ſelf of being abſolutely obeyed 
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to be underſtood. Nor does this latter Claim interfers 
with the former, 

What I have laid down, being duly attended to, it will 
be eaſy to give an Anſwer to every ſeeming Argument, 
or real Evaſion in the Piece before us, fo far as it relates 
to the Subject of my Diſcourſe. I utterly deny therefore, 


that by our Conceſſion concerning the Right of private 
Perſons to examine, and their Duty not to obey What is 


contrary to Chriſt's Commands, we cut off, p. 41. all In- 
terpretations of Chriſt's Laws, all impoſed Terms, Creeds, 
Articles, &. So far from it, that notwithſtanding ſuch 
our Conceſſion, there is (and I fill inſiſt upon it) an in- 
diſpenſable Obligation upon the Subjects of Chriſt to an 


abſolute Obedience to the meer Authority of the Church, 


in all thoſe, and ſuch like Inſtances, when Nothing ap- 
pears contrary to the Word of God, For in theſe Caſes 
we always mean Abſolute with reſpe& to Subjects, not to 
a Superior Power. We are not to obey the whole Civil 
Legiſlarure, if the Matter of their Laws be contrary to 
God's: But it is to be hoped it does not therefore fol- 


low that the whole Civil Legiſlature has no Abſolute 


Authority. | 


— 


A REPLY to the Biſhop of or, by 
| the Author of the KA * 


Biſhop muſt be blameleſs as the Steward of God, not ſelf-willtd; 


for there are many unruly and ain Talkers, whoſe Mouths muſt 


be ſtopped, Epiſt. to Titus, ch. i. 7, 10, 11. 
T HE Apoſtolical Inſtitution of Epiſcopacy has been ſo 


venerably received in the Engliſh Nation, that it muſt 


be ſtrangely diſagreeable to hear the Character of a 
Biſbop become the Scorn and Ridicule of a whole Kingdom, 
and made the Subject of the moſt vulgar and liceatious 
Converſation: But more ſhocking, is the Reflection, when 


a Prelate has ſo far 4baicated the Dignity of his ſacred Office, 
as to expoſe his Integrity to the univerſal Odium of Mane 


kind, to give up the Rights of his holy Function, and, ta 
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The Lower Houſe of ELLA have bravely aſſerted 
the Honour of Religion, and of our Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſh- 
ment; and his Lordſhip of Bangor, by this time, I ſuppoſe, 
is convinc'd how ſingular he is in his Opinions, and that i 
is not the general Belief of the Clergy of England, that our 
Liturgy is no more than ſuperſtitious Folly, our Rubrick, a Rule 
F Art; and that Repentance and a godly Sorrow depend 
only upon Cuſtom, or Conſtitution, and are unneceſſary Terms 

our Acceptance with God: For my own Part, I humbly 

hope his Lordſhip will permit me without Cenſure, to join 


' 


in the comon Service of our Church, till he is pleaſed to 


fulfil his Promiſe, and oblige us with a New Form of Prayer, 
of his own compoſing, which his Lordſhip (becauſe I pre- 
ſume our £fabliſhed Form. is criminal and deficient) iĩma- 
pines he has now @ juſt Occaſion to trouble the World with. I 
umbly beg likewiſe, that notwithſtanding his Lordſhip 
has told me, that no Man it either more or leſs ſenſible of his 


Sins ſeeding or not ſhedding Tears, I may, if it ſhould 
| ous 


od to afflict me with any dangerous Sickneſs, be 


| 1 owed to have the Office for the Viſitation of the Sick 


read to me, wherein the Prieſt implores the Divine Mer- 
cy to conſider my Contrition, and accept my Tears; and 
this Fayour I have ſame Affurance of, becauſe his Lord. 
ſhip has been pleaſed to confeſs, that he endeavours to inter- 
pret the Doctrines of Chriſt, without the Thought that all who 
hear him are indiſpenſably obliged to receive his Interpretation. 
In a late Reign I find ſeyeral Diſcourſes publiſhed under 
the Titles of The Reaſonableneſs of Conformity to the Church 1 | 
England; A Perſuaſive to Lay- e A Defence of Epiſ- 
cepal Ordination; and A Reply to Mr. Calamy, 2 Diſſenting 
Teacher, by Benjamin Hoadley, M. 4. Rector of St. Peters 
Poor. And I have been often told, that 'this Divine was 
ſame Time ago advanced to the See of Bangor, and preach- 
ed before the King at St. James's upon the 31ſt of March; 
but I have ſome Reaſon to believe, that my Information 
was a Miſtake, and that his preſent Lordſhip of Bangor, 
and the late Rector of Sr. Peters are not the Same; their 
Schemes of Religion and Government are ſo wide] 
diftant, that if I follow the Inſtructions of Mr. Hoadley, T 
may, if 1 pleaſe, be a tolerable good Subject, and be per- 
ſwaded that it is my Duty to conform to the Diſcipline 
and Dodctrines of the Church; but if I am directed by his 
n I may lawfully think my ſelf free from all Obe- 
dience to my Superiors, I may believe the Church of 


Chriſt ro be a State of Anarchy and Contulion, that "ey 4 


K's: 
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Man is left to do what is right in his own Eyes, and 1 


abſolute the Supremacy of my Soverei 
— be excuſable therefore * 1 appear in Vindication 
honeſt Mr. Hoadly, and redeem his Character from that 


it 


Infaiwy and Reproach, chat have fallen upon the Prin- 
ciples of the Biſhop: And to fer this Matter in the clear- 


ords, and refer 


ſcandalous Contradictions. 
The Reverend My. Hoadley. 


T cannot -anfiver to my 
own Conſcience any At- 
tempt which naturally tends 
to perpetuate our Divifions, 
to open our Wounds anew 
to raiſe the Paſfions, and 


caſt a Cloud before the 


Judgment of the Reader. 
Preface to the Rea. 7 80 
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— Light, 1 ſhalt fairly produce a ſhort Specimen in their 

wn Ws 1 to the Avtragon of all reaſon 
able Men, whether it is poſſible that the ſame 
could ever be fo loſt to his Memory and Retigion; as to 
be guiky of fuch contrary Poſitions, fuch mo and 
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am far from faying fxying 1 
anſwer foz every Den- 
ob open forge of mine 
written kong ago; worfdly 
Gꝛandeur, great er, 
and Riches nat tend 
to take of Pens Pinds 
from true Religion and. 
the” true Motives ok ic. 
Anſwer to Dr. Snape. gags I 
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becauſe in the firſt, / 

the Goſpel, no Power in 
any Affairs relating ta tha and 

Church, could be in any 


Hands but thoſe. of Ecele- * 
ſiaſtical Officers; all Civil 


Magiſtrates beir ſſed 
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Sarely it muſt be true, 
that the preſent Governors 
of the Church ſucceed the 
ſtles in all that Power 
ich is at preſent neceſſa- 
ry to the well being of it. 
Reply, p. 496. 


It is ever agreeable to 
God's Will whether decla- 
red in an expreſs Text of 
Scripture or not, that ſuch 
Things ſhould be ordered 
and complied with, as are 
truly for the Iatereſt of Re- 
ligion, and the decent Cele- 

ration of the Office of Re» 

ion. Reply 494. 


- . Occafional Communion 
vents none of the evil 
onſequenees of Separation, 
and removes not the Occaſt» 
on of the Unchriſtian Beha- 
viour among us. Reply 553. 
1 3 5 that b. ee 
niformity may ought 
an Advantage to a Chriſti. 
an Nation, and that it ma 
not be judged an unchri- 
ſtian or unfriendly Office 
to endeayour to promote it 
in — 5 r: Ao 1 ſe. 
rious oning. Reply, 5 21 - 
Who could think thar 
when we are required to 
declare our Aſſent and Con- 


ſent to the Uſe of all Things 
contained in Go Book of 
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ME 


Sermon on the 
”_ of March, pag. 11,15 
. Chai hath left behind 
him no viſible human Au- 
thozity, who can be ſaid 
perly to ſupply his 
lace; no Jaterpecters 
whom his Subjects 


upon 
are to depend; no Judges 
ober the Coaſciences oz 
Religion of His People, 


Ser. p- 11. 

No one of Chzift's Sub- 
jects is Lawgivet and 
Judge. over others in Pat: 
tecs relating ro Salvation, 
but he alone. Ser. P. 25. 

J do not think any Pan's 
Religion, conſidered in it 
felf, an Argument why he 
ſpould be deprived of any 
of the Common Rights 
of Society in this Mold. 
Anſw. p. 35. 

Men ought not to ſuffer 
in their Rights, 
foz the Cake of any meer 
Diference of Opinion in 


Religion, conlidered as 


ſuch. Anf. 47. 

Jf 3 have expreſſed too 
concern foz true, 
legal and chziffian Liber 
of the Mold about us, 
hope they will at leaſt par⸗ 
don me ſo great an Injurę. 
Anſ. p. 4. | 


Abſolutious , 
humane Benedictions, Hu: 
mane Oenunciattons, hu⸗ 


E ations 
have nothing iw de with the 
Common 
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Common Prayer, that it 


ſhould be thought a Diffi- 
culty that they ſhould be 
ſincere and unfeigned ? un- 
leſs there be any who could 
ſolemnly declare them with- 
out Sincerity or Intention 
of regarding ſuch a -Decla- 
ration ? Deen. of the Reaſ. 
of Conf. p. 226, 227. 

It concerns us all as much 
as the Favour of Almighty 
God concerns us, to have a 
ſacred and conſtant Regard 
to Publick Peace and Unity, 
Perſu. Lay-Con. p. 289. 


Favouz oz Anger of God; 
rhey are humane SEPnes 

mitted to wozk for a 
ime (like other Edils) 
by Piovidente, meer Out⸗ 
crys of human Terro:, 
vain Mods! Preſer. p 99, 
101. | 


Every one may find it 


in hig own Conduct to be 


tzue, that his Title to 


God's Favour cannot de- 


— upon his actual Be- 


g 02 Continuing in any 


particular Method, but up⸗ 
on his 01 Dincerit in 


the Condurt of his Con⸗ 


It is an Obligation upon 
every Chriſtiau to conform 
himielf to what is eſtab- 


- _ liſhed, unleſs you will lay 


all Eſtabliſhments open ta 
infinite Diviſions, and fru- 
ſtrate the very End for 
which alone they are de- 
ſigned. Perſua. Lay-Con. 294. 

In Theory it ſignifies 
little what a Man ſays, he 
may make what Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Utopia's he; pleaſe, and 
indulge his own peculiar 
Judgment and Genius to 
the utmoſt. Reply, 5 34. 


TY 


ſtiente. Preſer. p. 90. 

Foz one Chzrftian Di⸗ 
vine to be told by another 
Chziſtian Divine, that he 
contradicts Acts of Per⸗ 
liament, and Laws made 
by Men, has a very odd 
Appearanct. Anſw. p. 36. 


_ .Chiift himſelf is King, 
and has left no Uicege- 
rents who tan be (aid 
zoperlp to ſupply his 
face; my Dꝛadice is all 
that Zeal, Duty and Sub⸗ 


miffion which can reſult 


from the ſincereſt Aﬀection 
Anſw. p. 11. / 1 . 104 13 


After this came out Dr. Snape 8 ſecond Letter to the 
Biſhop of Bangor, wherein, after the Return of a Compli- 
ment, he gives a Definition . of Prayer, and: ſhe ws how 
wide his Lordſhip's Netions are from our Saviqur Practice, 
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im to anſwer the Charge Sang 
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kim in the firſt Letter, which the Doctor ſays he has ca 

fully avoided, as not being -agreeble to his ' Purpoſe. 
Page 31, he takes Notice that the Lord Biſhop had pro- 
miſed to make Publick a Collection of his own Prayers, 
which the Doctor ſays we may make ſome Judgment from 
what he had wrote, of what ſort they would be, and there- 
fore begs Leave before they appear to enter a Caveat for 
the Security of unwary Chriſtians. Then he proceeds to 
Panother Article, viz. the Love of God, which he repeats to 
the Biſhop, that he had ſer as low as poſſible by excluding 
it as an Affection of the Mind, or Principle of Action, 
and confining it be the elicite Acts reſulting from 
it as a Principle; the or ſupports this Charge by di- 
vers Texts of Scripture, and carries it home to his Lord- 
ſhip, concluding that Part of the Argument with a re- 
markable Sting, thar his Sermon carried the Appearance 
*6f one uniform Deſign to ſooth his Audience, to Jull 
their Conſciences aſleep, and let them underſtand that 
2 need not give themſelves too much Trouble about 

eligion. | | 

Ass for the third Head, viz. the Church of Chriſt, the 
Doctor takes upon him to anſwer only in the general, 
becauſe, as he ſays, it affects equally the whole Repreſen- 
tative Body of the Clergy ; however, in this he takes No- 
tice of his myſterious and puzzling Way of Writing, his 
Evaſions, and handling the Word of God deceirfully, ſo 
much unbecoming the Character of a Biſhop ; and, after 
all, as an Inſtance of the Biſhop's Sincerity, charges him 
with a Point of Fact, bidding him lay his Hand to his 


Heart and determine with himſelf, whether the Words - 


. Abſolutely and Properly (on which Words lay a great Streſs 
fo far as regarding the Abſolute Authority of the Church 
of Rome, or the Authority of the Church of England) 
were not- omitted in his Sermon as it was originally com- 
oſed; and whether he did not before it was preached 
ew it to a certain Perſon without ſuch Limitation, who 
32323 with Difficulty upon his Lordſhip to inſert thoſe 
ords, by way of Caution, telling him, that if he thought 
fir to anſwer the World in the Negative, he would en- 


gage that a Perſon of unqueſtionable Veracity, of as high _ 


and ſacred a Station as his Lordſhip, would Charge him- 
ſelf with the Proofs of the Affirmative. The Doctor, in 
the 2 Pages, makes merry with the Biſhop's Syl- 
logiſms, and proves them both illegal and inconcluſive; 
and that by his Lordſhip's Reaſoning the * 
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(38) 
Members of Chiiſt's Church; aad in the Concluſion of his 
Letter charges him with keeping a Jeſuic in his Houle, 
who is his intimate Companion and Confideat ; that his 
Lordſhip's Diſcourſe favours very ſtrongly of ſuch a Com- 
munication, and queſtions whether that ſame. Perſon 
might not have help'd the Biſhop to a mental Reſerv 


ation 
to juſtify his Appeal to God, that what he preached was 
without the Knowledge of any Man living, when a living 
Man had teſtifie& chat it was preached with his Knows) 
ledge and ſubmitted to his Correction. g | 
This fecond Letter of Dr. $nape's nettled the Biſhop more 
than any Thing elſe, becauſe of the heavy Accuſations as 
his Lardſhip ſays in the following Advertiſement, it cons 
tained, who with much Heat, as ſoon as ever it came to 
his Hands, (which was ſent by the Doctor the Day before \ 
its Publication;) drew up the Advertiſement, and cauſed ic 3 
to be inſerted in the Poſt-Boy, and ather publick Papers: | 1 
Dr. Snape was as quick as his Lordſhip, and anſwered his fy + 
Demand in the Euening · P̃eſt the ſame Day, ſa far gs he was | 
concerned, or as much as he knew of the Matter; for the. | . 1 
Story being ſhuffled on the Right Reverend Biſhop of Gare | 5 
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lie, the Biſhop of Bangor, in the following Publick News 

aper, cauſed to be inſerted another Advertiſement, where. 

in he calls — the Biſhop of Garli/ in as ſtrict a Manner 

as he had before dane upon the Doctor; continuing at the 

{ame Time ſuch ſolemn Proteſtatians, as, conſidering the 
Character of the Man, no Body can think him guilty of 
what's laid to his Charge: And on the other Hand, if thoſs \ 
worthy Divines have alledged what does not abſolutely or | © 
properly belongs to him, ar What's equivalent, what they , 
are not able to prove. I think his Lordſhip has good Rea- 
ſon to turn all that Qalmneſs am Undifturbedneſs of Temper 

he heretofere poſſeſs d, into Heat and Flame, however cons 
trad ĩctory they may ſeem to the reſt of Mankind, 
However, t . of Carli/ie not thinking himſelf oblig'd 

MMEDIATELY to anſwer his t'other Lordſhip, becauſe 
his Lordſhip of Banger can claim no abſolute Authority over 
him, therefore has likewiſe publiſhed an Advertiſemeat to 
Jet the World know that the worthy Man that had advis'd 
the Biſhop, corrected his Sermon, &c. would himſelf, ha 
expected, do Juſtice to the Controverſie ſa as to unriddle tho 
Myſtery, till which Time we find that Gentleman in the 
. muſt, as Oy obliges, a—_— for the 
Preſent this Diſpure, wi follow; yertiſements 
Hee haye doen ſpeaking of A "7 ef 7 20 
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the Sermon mas preached with his Knowledge, and ſubmitred os 


Wien the Rev. Dr. Snape, in his ad Letter to the Hp. 
| of Bangor, had thought fit in Pag. 40, to leave the 
Argument; and to lay a very heavy Accuſation upon me, 
in the following Words, vn. I pray recollect your ſelf, and 
| put theſe plain Queſtions home to your own Conſcience: 


hether your Abſolurely's and Properly's, and ſuch like e- 


vaſive Words, were not omitted in your Sermon, as it was 


* originally compoſed : Whether you did or nor, before it 


* was preached, ſhew it a certain Perſon without ſuc Li- 
mitations, and whether you was not without Difficulty 
27 prevailed upow by him, to inſert them by Way of Cau- 
tion: If you think fit to anſwer the World in the Nega- 


* tive,” I engage that a Perſon of unqueſtionable Veracity, 
Jof as high and ſacred a Station as your Lordſhip, will 
charge himſelf with the Proof of the Affirmative. And 


whereas that Reverend Doctor, in p. 67 of this ſecond” 


Letrer, katl: thought fir, in a Manner hardly to be paral- 


leled, ta inſinuate that the Biſhop hath a Mental Referva- 


tion to juſtify his folenm Appeal to God, that what he 
preached was without the Knowledge of any Man living; 


when (as the Dattor adds) a living Man hath reftifiedthar 
it was preached with his Knowledge, and ſubmitted ti his 


Correction: In a Cafe of this Nature I can do nothing 
but appeal to the World in the Manner ſollowing. I have 
recollected my ſelf, and put rheſe Queſtions home to my 


own Conſcience : And I do here ſolemnly aver, that the 


Words mentioned, as evaſive Words, not only were in the 
Sermon originally, but were intended and deſigned to be 
ſa; chat I did nor, before it was preached, ſhew it to any 
Perſon in the World, either with, or without fuch Limi- 


tat ions; and conſequently could nor poſſibly be perſwaded 


by any Perſon ta infert thoſe Words; and that I think I 


have given the World ffficient Proof of my Regard to 
plain and open fpeaking, by what I have experienced up- 
on that Account only. And having thus ſolemaly an- 
ſwered the Warld in the Negative; I do here, in the moſt 


publick Manner, call upon the Doctor by all the Regard 
due to Conſcience and our x. Þ expect, I require him, 
by all the Ties of Chriſtian Duty, either to make publick 
Reparation for ſo uncommon an Injury in ſo tender a 
Point; dr to produce immediately that Worthy Perſon of 


the ſame High and Sacred Station, who, he eagages, will charge 
| himſelf with the Proof of the Aﬀtrreative: And likewiſe to 


name that Living Man, who, he affirms, hath teſtified that 


his 
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, | : 
bis Correctim. I de here demand this; and put the whole 
of my Reputation upon this ſingle Point. If the Rerxe- 
rend Dr. Snape doth not immediately, either acknowledges - 
his Miſtake, or make good what he hath engaged; he 
muſt be content to be thought, by all the World, What 1 
will not ſay. In the mean while, I pray God to put a 
Stop to ſuch Behaviour of Divines, as brings an Infamy + . 
„ the Chriſtian Name. I forgive it from the Bottom 
of my Soul; and, I thank God, I am in ſuch a Diſpoſi- 
tion of Mind, as that I could die ſooner than Sis re- 
turn ſuch Uſage, as I have met with, through this whole 


Controverſy, _ 24 4 AA A IP 


Hereas the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of B 
gor has publiſhed an Advertiſement in the B 
Couram of this Day, requiring me to produce the Worth 
Perſon, that will charge himſelf with che Proof of a Fact, F 
charged on his Lordſhip by me, page 40 of my ſecond Lets f 
ter; I hereby declare, that I firſt recei- UNS, 
ved Mit Account from a Worthy Di- Dr. Hutchinſon, 


4 


drew up that Paſſage, waited. on my Lord Biſhop of Car»! | 
life, read the paſſage to lowed by him 
to publiſn it, with an Aſſurance, that he woul oe ; 
: | Pp, on Whole 4 
Teſtimony I relied, will give my Lord of . gor full Sas 
tisfaction. 13 | > 1 2 


his is true. W. CA EP 
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